Alternation of one-lung and two-lung ventilations with the same single-lumen endobronchial tube during thoracoscopic surgery--a case report.
One-lung ventilation is sometimes necessary for procedures performed through thoracotomy. Single lumen endobronchial tube has been used purposefully for one lung ventilation since 1931. However, there are no reports on intra-operative alternation of one-lung and two-lung ventilations through the same single lumen endobronchial tube as it can only provide unilateral lung ventilation. We present a case in whom a tube exchanger was used to readjust tube position so as to provide alternation of one-lung and two-lung ventilations in a thoracoscopic procedure.